Cuba is indisputably a source of inspiration for progress with the Universal Health strategy, as defined in the resolution adopted by the Member States of the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) (1). The country's importance is underlined both by its achievements in health and by the strength and resiliency of its national health system (known as the SNS), which responds to people's needs with comprehensive and quality services that are provided through integrated networks based on primary health care. In the SNS, the first level of care focuses on people and their families, ensuring community outreach that is the material expression of an intersectoral approach that puts health in all policies. Coherent governance of the sector-based on strong leadership and the participation of national, provincial, and local health authorities in the relevant decision-making bodies-is complemented by the high fiscal priority attributed to the SNS. This makes it possible both to provide sufficient financing for the incorporation of appropriate and innovative health technologies at the different levels of care, and also to maintain and develop human resources for health in sufficient quantity and quality to serve the country's needs. Indeed, even the needs of other countries can be met, as is demonstrated by the mobilization of medical brigades to remote areas in different countries, as well as emergency disaster and response teams that are deployed wherever the need arises.
Experiences
presented in the six previous articles. The first one focuses on the organization of the SNS, with the experience of the family doctor and nurse program as the cornerstone of health services organized around the first level of care, allowing for integrated health service networks based on an intersectoral and primary health care approach. The next article in this group addresses the education of human resources for health and shows how Cuba manages to have one of the world's highest physician-to-population ratios, while also maintaining over 48 000 health professionals in remote areas of 62 countries. The third article presents aspects related to the financing of the SNS, linking fiscal priority (expressed in terms of public health expenditure) with progress toward Universal Health. These three articles show how Cuba's construction of its national health system coincides with PAHO resolutions both on Universal Health (1) and on human resources for Universal Health (13) . Another article in the supplement addresses the SNS's recognized capacity for preparedness and response to emergencies and epidemic outbreaks within the framework of climate change, explaining aspects of the system's resiliency and how it has made early progress in implementing PAHO resolutions on resilient health systems (14) and on disaster risk reduction (15) .
This special supplement is rounded out with two articles that address the contribution that the Cuban research system has made to the progress toward Universal Health and to the development of eHealth as one of the main pillars of innovation and efficiency. The first article shows the progress of the Cuban health sciences and innovation system, and how the SNS implements PAHO resolutions on health policy and research (16) and on access to and rational use of strategic and highcost drugs and other health technologies (17) . In late 2016, more than 2 000 health studies were being carried out in Cuba and 3 214 researchers were contributing their efforts to the improvement of health services for the population and to the development of innovations that will (through BioCubaFarma) help turn their research into innovations that prolong and improve the quality of life.
The second article discusses programs such as electronic medical records (Galen) and the experience of the Cuba Node of the Virtual Campus for Public Health, which respond directly to PAHO recommendations (18) .
We are confident that this supplement will contribute new scientific evidence and inspiration for the health professionals working to strengthen health systems in the Region of the Americas.
